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maintain its influence, constantly summoning new sove-
reigns from beyond the Alps to assume that perilous
honour, until the right of election was resumed by Ger-
many, was one battle-field of small contending princes,
each endeavouring to form or to aggrandise an heredi-
tary principality. The terror of the Hungarians in-
creased at once the confusion, and, by compelling the
more strong and artificial fortification of the cities,
tended to their more complete isolation. Each city
became an independent government; each chieftain
aspired to be a sovereign. This anarchy of Italy led to
the degradation of the Papacy, the degradation of the
Papacy increased the anarchy of Italy. So insignifi-
cant is the Pope become, that it is almost as difficult to
trace now for a long period, as afterwards at the close
of the century, the regular succession. The Pope steals
unnoticed into his dignity, and departs from it as unre-
garded; or rather is suddenly thrust into the throne
by some act of violence, and as suddenly dispossessed
by means as violent.

To none in the Christian world seems to have occurred
the extraordinary anomaly, the election of a

ofeiection. spiritual monarch for Christendom (for so he
was esteemed in the West) by a body neither in cha-
racter nor in general esteem representing the com-
munity. A single city aspired to nominate the universal
Bishop ; but that city was Eome ; and Europe was reso-
lutely ignorant what strange accidents, caprices, crimes,
intrigues, even assassinations determined the rise and
fall of the Supreme Pontiff. It is a memorable instance
of the vital power of names, that the Christian world so
long assented, without protest, apparently without con-
sciousness of wrong, to the pretensions not only of the
clergy but of the nobles and people of Kome, and what-